616                     WILLIAM PITT             [ni. xxvu
speeches of Ministers in I'nrllnmcnt were uuw mnrkvtt Uy o«»l-nc,ss and caution, characteristic-; which c-Jiinc- tun rvcii nu.rr strongly on lalhaiul 151)1 April.
The searching* of he-art in the Cabinet mi the nimmii tlitj-s 30th Mnrch—roih April tire bid b.irr in the inrmi>nuuLi nf the Duke of Leeds, The Duke of Rldimnml .mil (trrnville were opposed t" the use of rorrdmi n^ttinit Hu-^ijt. I'in. I.rctN, Thurlow, ('itmdni, and C'hiithiiin »t finl re-mluirly inaiiiuiiirtl their position. Al the second meeting of ihe (.'nliim?!, mi 3isi March, StnfTord joined (irt-rtvillr stud Kfrhiiimitl I'itl ul-«i hcnrd nf the dcfcclitm nf ihr Ihikc tif tir.AlU'u .\\\A hU M»nt. Caniden .iccmwl .sh»kt;n liy the newt l>c-f*«rr thnn ; iiml 'I'litirlnw nltnincd ft prudrnl ncutrnlily by diplmnatic' ••liunhrr. I'iU himself wan now im\)rcH*it'tl with lltr urn) ut ttrctum-'iirUioH; iind, on the ground uf the prnpdSitK frmri Driuiiitik. tiilviiftl ihr Ing of fi specml inf»scngt;r t« Mtrrlhi. In ir«|iir->( j«uk^Mti n forwnrd llic ultimntiiin tu Russia. LrriU nlijn ircl |n ihr I proposttl bciiiK atmi^nrd HI tlic rcaMtn lur ilrUy, uinl tin that if tlic dcHpnlch were .sent in lh.il furin, tirntvillr iniiil ^ij;n It, for he Could lint.' Till tlint ii^lc-rd tn Inllr duwit Ihr dri|Mlrh into ii rctjutiHl for A lew tlayw' ttcltiy. This wn*» UN lir-A tlrt-ttlrtt dhmgreeineiil with Leeds, lie Miu^lit tn end it liy frlmtlly tt«i»n vcrHiUion, hut in vain; for the Duke hrlirvnl thf lumtmr nf Old Cnblnet to be tnrninhed by in unworthy n mirrcmlrr
Pitt Lnt)l< n more .•mngLiiitt' virw nf ihr hilufition, H>< .tppr-if. in Hoini: hitherto unpublished Icllcri (hat im-.-.r-d iH-iumi him Mud Ivwnrt, Thill (iver-wronght cnvuy Imtl drpnrlrcl fur iUixluii in the Iwlirf thni lie had persuaded thf Cubinct nf ihr rrrtAiiity "f CntlmrliU! ncquloNCi'iiff in tlit? dnimiirli uf thf Triple AUIiiiuT. What nuiHt have been his chngrln. then, Itt rrcclvc i\ letter from IMlt, of 6lh A-uvll, hcgftluK him Iti return u» town nt mite. " Kvrnti have taken n turn here," wrote Pitt, " whit h *ccm n> lr*wr Ititle or no chance of pushing our I'l.in to Us nri^iiml t-xicni, .uid lh.it the boat thing wo Hindi have in -.(?) it is -suma riH«ltfit«iirin, which perliaps.lnuvcvdr.inay l*c MCI mnringed iit tu pr»»viiip mum tally thnn could hiwe been exacted fur the griirnil uUjrfi."1 This sounds the hopeful nota which wn« rnrcly ini^in^ from Pitt's uttorancoa. Kvlclcntly he wished that V.wnn iluniUl return
1 "Loads Mom.," 15V. 158; also ilflMwich of ji^i Marth 10 I«t,few.n, in " F. 0,," I'mssiB, aa
.    * From Mnjor-aoncrRl Sir Hpeneer KWHTI'I MKH.
